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the Society had made of the two talents it had been entrusted witii and acknowledging the usefulness of its work, doubled them bv. increasing the annual appropriation to ñve hundred dollars. ' The biennial report of 1865 showed the Society to be in possessioi of 1453 bound works, and 2452 pamphlets, exclusive of legislative documents for exchange^ which numbered 1726.
The biennial report of 1867 showed that the bound volumes in tin library had increased to 1753 volumes, and the unbound books ana pamphlets to 2952, exclusive of miscellaneous books and pamphlet for exchange, which had also increased in numbers, and reached nii aggregate of 3020.
The Twelfth General Assembly, acting on the showing of tlii report, made an appropiñation of three thousand dollars per aniiui: for two years, in addition to the fiv^e hundred dollars per aiiimn which had been provided by the Eighth General Assembly, i would, doubtless, have been better for the interests of the Smiih had this appropriation been of a permanent character, even if snialltT in amount.
The last biennial report (that for 1869) showed that the bonüA volumes in the Society's library had accumulated to the number oji 2,053; the unbound books and pamphlets to 3,652, and the miscel laneous books and pamphlets for exchange to 3,205. Other artideof interest and value, weekly files of Iowa newspapers, maps aii' charts, souvenirs of various kinds, autographs and photograph|j < eminent persons living and dead, Indian relics, mineralogical an archíBological specimens, and portraits of distinguished charaetei t ogether with valuable manuscripts relating to the early settlenii'; of Iowa, written oftentimes, it is true, with the blunt directne^-the pioneer, as he would blaze a tree, or set a witness stone, an unvarnished with the graces of literary elegance, had increased ¡ like proportion, and occupied the walls, shelves, and drawers of tli. modest apartments of the institution.
But it was the mission of the Thirteenth General Assembly t « make rather than preserve history. A great capítol was to be built another asylum for the insane completed, an institution for the der. and dumb founded, the Agricultural College endowment made avail able, the State University assisted, and the Penitentiary maintained amid the more persistent claims upon the Treasury of the State, leeds of the Historical Society were overlooked. ndismayed, the Society, with energy and a remnant from former ropriations, has pursued its work with even more cheerful industry B before, believing that its failure of a recognition of its labors by Thirteenth General Assembly is not to be attributed to intentional ect on the part of that body, and that a future legislature would themselves lionor by doing us justice. It now only remains for us to place before yom' Excellency and Fourteenth General Assembly, in a concise manner, the work ieved by the Society in the last two years and its present condiand leave it to the judgment of the law-making body whether work entrusted to us shall receive further assistance from the te, or be accomplished more slowly, but not less certainly, by ' ate effort.
The following ' i It is to be regretted that the publishers of the weekly press of our \ State do not more generally perceive the importance of forwarding ( to the Society for filing and eventually binding copies of their publica-\ tions. Every newspaper permanently established in Iowa should \ have a place in the Historical rooms. The following are the names \ of those Iowa newspapers received during the last two years : ( Advertiser, Tipton.
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We have snpplied the following named societies with our exchanges, either in whole or in part, during the past two years :
The American Antiquarian Society. The Board of Curators, feeling that the people of the whole State, as well as the Historical Society, venerated the memory of Governor Lucas, on account of his virtues as a man, no less than because he was the first Executive of Iowa, incurred the expense partially, of having his portrait engraved, as an embellishment for the Annals of Iowa, Col. E. W. Lucas, (his son) generously contributed fitty dollars thereto, and it accordingly appeared in the number for January, 1870 of the periodical named, accompanied by the introductory part of his biography, which was continued in the two succeeding numbers. This procedure has not been without good effect. Entering into the spirit of the society, at the Buggestion of eminent members of it, Henry Chambers, Esq., of Louisville, Kentucky, furnished the society, at his own expense, an engraved portrait and brief biographical sketch of his father, the late John Chambers, the second Territorial Governor of Iowa, which were published in the Jtily number of the Annals of Iowa for this year. It is hoped tliese examples will stimulate others to furnish like mementos of others of our pioneer public men.
The portraits, with accompanying biographies of the following eminent citizens of our State have been published in the Annals of Iowa during the last two years, viz : Robert Lucas and John Chambers, the first and second Territorial Governors of Iowa ; Col. N. W. Mills, the fourth, and one of the most gallant of the commanders of the gallant second Iowa Infantry, who fell at the battle of Corinth ; Gen. James M. Williamson, formerly Colonel of the fourth Iowa Infantry ; Gen. John Edwards, formerly Colonel of the eighteenth Iowa Iufantry ; Col. John A. Garrett, late Colonel of the fortieth Iowa Infantry, and Hon. Charles Negus, of Fairfield, to whom the Society is so much indebted for the results of his devotion to the early history of Iowa. The entire cost of furnishing these portraits was §471, only $205 of which has been borne by the Society, the large remainder oí $266 having been generously contributed by individuals who take an interest in our labors.
The building at present occupied by the Society is the same that gave us shelter at the time of the last biennial report, known as " the old Stone Church," its crumbling walls and weather-beaten front attesting well its own antiquity. The Society, at a yeai'ly rental of two hundred dollars, are its tenants at will-that is, at the will of the somewhat ambiguous proprietors, the ownership of the property undergoing at present legal investigation. It will thus be seen that a sum equal to two-fifilis of the State appropriation is ahsorbed for the mere nse of a building which is of little other use than for that of storage, not affording the necessary room' for the ordinary business meeting of the Society, let alone room for audiences at lectures or discourses, and only held after all by a very uncertain tenure.
One of the legitimate objects of sncli a Society is conceded to be the encouragement of public discourses before its members and public on subjects kindred to the aims of the organization. Eminent gentlemen of the State have, from time to time, been invited tp deliver orations before the society on historical subjects, and occasionally have complied. The Hon. Hiram Price, the Rev. Dr. Geo. F. Magoun, and the Hon. T. S. Parvin are of this number. Since the last biennial rsport the Hon. Charles Negus favored the society and the public with a public address on " The Indians of Iowa," the Exectitive Committee of the University permitting the society to use for the occasion the University Chapel-a courteous and appropriate act, seeing that the law of the Legislature has placed the Historical Society " under the auspices of the State University."
The cost to the society of publishing the Annals of Iowa for the last two years, has been: for 1870, including portraits, $906.60; and for 1871, $501.40. The receipts from the Annals for 1870, amounted to S174.65, about $150.00 more than the pre\ ions year; and for 1871, 1372.95. The cost of printing the fourth number for this year is here included ; though, its issue having been unavoidably delayed, there has not been time for its financial returns to be shown, which will, in a few weeks, most likely, be almost sufficient, as in the case of the other numbers for this year, to defray the cost of printing and binding it. So that the Annals for 1871, and hereafter, may be accounted a self-sustaining periodical, and if we give it credit for the cost of the portraits published in it this year withotit expense to the society, which seems but fair, it has already paid its own way for this year, and has a balance in its favor of ^137.55.
In asking the General Assembly to grant a more liberal allowance toward carrying on the work expected of the society by tbe public, reference to the pecuniary assistance rendered their Historical Societies by some of our immediate neighbor States, may be in order. The State of Wisconsin, of cotemporaneous birth with Iowa, grants her Historical Society an annual income of $6,500 in money, besides providing it with ample rooms and halls, elegantly furnished, and in winter warmed, and also the requisite postage stamps and stationery ; and the still younger State of Minnesota secures hers an annuity of $2,500, and provides it with commodious quarters and fuel. These societies are thus enabled to annually increase their libraries by purchase, the library of the Minnesota Society having been increased this year by the addition of nine hundred purchased volumes ; whereas, ours, with our present means, has to depend entirely for its expense, if we except the public documents received from the State, upon private bounty-a slow and uncertain method-while the files pthe Society, they would restore the allowance made hy the Twelfth General Assembly of three thousand dollars per annum, and make a special appropriation for the erection of a fire-proof building for the sole uses of the Society. All of which is respectfully submitted by the Board of Curators. FREDERICK LLOYD, 'onding Seoretary. 
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